
A MESSAGE FROM OUR PASTOR… 
 

There is the old story about the explorer who returned to his 

people after his travels to the Amazon and they were quite eager 

to know all about it.  But how could he ever put into words the 

feelings that flooded his heart when he saw exotic flowers and 

heard the night-sounds of the forest; when he sensed the danger 

of wild beasts or paddled his canoe over treacherous rapids?  He 

said, “Go and find out for yourselves.”  To guide them he drew a 

map of the river.  They pounced on the map.  They framed it in 

their town hall.  The made copies of it for themselves.  And all 

who had a copy considered themselves experts on the river, for 

did they not know its every turn and bend, how broad it was and 

how deep, where the rapids were and where the falls? (This story 

is taken from The Song of the Bird by Anthony de Mello.) 

 

The point of the story is the utter ease with which we can be 

armchair explorers and come to believe the map is a substitute for 

real experience. Yet, you and I know seeing a gorgeous garden in 

a painting pales in comparison to being in the garden and 

experiencing the fragrance of the roses, or the graceful movement 

of the butterfly.  You and I know that looking at the wrapper of a 

chocolate bar and reading the label is never the same as actually 

tasting the chocolate itself (make mine dark, please!). The same 

applies to the life of faith. We can picture what it is supposed to 

be like and admire the beauty of it.  We can see wonderful 

examples in Jesus’ ministry and learn as much as we can, but none 

of that is the same as really engaging in and participating and 

drinking from the wellspring of abundant life. 

 

Last month in my Pastor’s message, I wrote about the value of 

spiritual practice and this month I am continuing on the same 

theme.  I invite you once again to become aware of the role 

spiritual practice plays in your life.  Are you open to doing a 

“reset”, and evaluating your daily priorities so that each and every 

day you carry out your specific practice of “tuning in” in order to 

meet and greet the world around you from a centered and more 

grounded place?  Please be in touch with me if you would like 

guidance on finding the practice that works for you.  Use this 

Lenten season for intentional, interior renewal.  Attend our 

Wednesday evening Soup Suppers and Chapel services, and learn 

about traditional practices such as pilgrimage, Lectio Divina, 

Contemplative prayer and the deep observation of our natural 

world.   

 

Armchair exploration is one thing, doing the actual traveling is 

another. Faithfully Yours, Barbara 

 

   

The Sacrament of Communion, 
Sunday, March 1, 2020 

 
The Sacrament of Communion will be celebrated in our 

Sanctuary. If you are wondering whether or not to participate, 

be assured that you are invited and encouraged to share in 

Communion as one who loves Christ and  

seeks to walk with Him. 

 

Come to a Very Special “What’s Brewing?” 

 March 8th at 11:30am in Fisher Hall. 
 

Grab a cup of coffee and stay to hear Rich Uniacke, the 

Executive Director of Bridges.  He will present an informative 

program about their outreach to the homeless populations of 

NYC, Newark and Irvington.  Besides making runs delivering 

bag lunches, Bridges works in the areas of advocacy and 

education. 

 

 

 

Wednesday Soup Suppers and 

Chapel Services during Lent! 

 
Please take advantage of these wonderful Lenten experiences.  

The dates for this year’s Soup Suppers and Chapel Services are 

Wednesday, March 11th, March 18th, March 25th and April 1st.  

The suppers will be in Fisher Hall at 6:30pm and the Services 

will be in the Chapel at 7:30pm.  If you can only make the supper 

or the service, that is just fine!  We look forward to seeing you. 

 

 

              Upcoming Chapel Wednesdays 
 

Please mark your calendars for our upcoming Chapel 

Wednesdays!  Chapel Wednesdays will be held on the first 

Wednesday of the month, March 4th, May 6th and June 3rd.  

The time is 7:15pm-8:00pm. There will be no Chapel Wednesday 

in April due to the Lenten Soup Supper and Chapel Service,    

April 1st.  Join Barbara in our beautiful Chapel space for a 

contemplative experience of music, a spiritual reading, guided 

meditation and silent prayer. Consider Chapel Wednesdays as 

your own personal retreat time! 

 

        Help Create the Sermon on March 29th! 
 

We are starting a new tradition for when there is a fifth Sunday in 

the month.  We are asking YOU to help create the sermon!  Please 

help us out by letting us know which question you would like us 

to address on Sunday, March 29th.  Is it, “Why do I have to go to 

church?” or “Does everything happen for a reason?” Feel free to 

call, text, email or speak with either of us. We will be listening for 

your response.  Then, be sure to come to the Worship Service on 

March 29th to hear a “conversational style” sermon given by the 

both of us.  We look forward to hearing from you and seeing you 

on March 29th!   Barbara and Michael 

 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR CHURCH SECRETARY… 

 

I will not be in the office for several weeks beginning March 2nd 

due to a family leave. Please contact Denise Wilson who is filling 

in for me during my absence with any office related issues or 

concerns. 

 

Thank you, Karen Shemansky 

 

MARCH HILLTOPICS –2020 
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR ASSOCIATE PASTOR… 

 

We are MARCHING forward! It’s been an encouraging start to 

the new year. From our parent gathering in January to the launch 

of our re-imagined Sunday mornings to our new app-based 

scripture reading guides, it’s been fun to see Wilson adapting to 

change in an intentional way. We never want to change for the 

sake of change, many churches get caught up in chasing what’s 

new and finding themselves damaging their ministry. I so 

appreciate how we have taken each step with deliberation and 

prayer. Here are our big spaces of gratitude this season: 

1) SUNDAY CLUB! Shakespeare said, “a rose by any other name 

would smell as sweet…”. We have had a long history of doing 

Sunday School at our church with hundreds of kids and countless 

teachers and helpers who have given their time to growing each 

generation in the faith. That is our “rose”. Doing faith formation 

in the 21st century might require us to adjust our methods, but we 

maintain that century old legacy of doing quality faith formation. 

Sunday School is now being called Sunday Club to allow kids to 

become excited about being a part of what we do on a Sunday. 

Sunday Club is still filled with music, teaching, and fun in an 

immersive environment that is more “hands on” and experiential. 

We have been thrilled to see how our young have embraced the 

changes. It is encouraging to see so many smiles down there!   

2) Are you receiving our weekly “Family Newsletter”? If not, let 

Carol Droege know right away so you can get in on the “know”. 

The letter is filled with a note of encouragement, review of last 

week, info about the coming week, and lots of recourses to help 

your family do quality faith formation. Our newsletter goes out 

every Wednesday.  

3) Our “BIBLE APP” project is going well. There are two groups 

formed online at the moment and there is room for more. Please  

see me after the services to get connected or shoot me a quick 

email to let me know you are interested in reading the Bible with 

us. We are having some great conversations.  

We are looking forward to new ways of engaging people where 

they are in the coming season. Some further online offerings as 

well as opportunities to get out in the community with members 

of our congregation are coming as well as the return of our “Grow 

Together” dinners! Keep looking out for ways to connect or reach 

out to help!          Blessings, Michael  

 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR BOARD PRESIDENT… 

 

As I begin my column for this month, I am reminded of the 

generosity and open-heartedness of this congregation.  Our recent 

Pre-Valentine’s Day Coat Drive yielded more than 30 coats! They 

overflowed the coat rack.! They have been distributed to Agape 

in Somerville, Home First in Plainfield and Bridges in Summit to 

provide cozy warmth for those in need.  Thank you, Wilson 

friends. 

 

February 23 marked the welcoming of St. Augustine and St. 

Monica Coptic Orthodox Church to our Chapel. It was 

heartwarming to see the families begin to arrive early in the 

morning with smiling anticipation and to be able to greet them for 

the first time. We are so blessed to have this opportunity to share 

and to have prayer alive in our Chapel again on a regular basis. 

 

I have a couple more blessings to count this month. Have you 

heard that the Frippery has decided to donate the funds to continue 

the wonderful siding facelift that started down along the hallway 

facade, all the way up and around to the front of the church? Oh, 

that fabulous Frip! What excellent blessings you have provided! 

I’ve spent quite a bit of time these several months talking about 

special good deeds that people perform here at Wilson, but 

recently I was reminded that many of those blessings happened in 

the past. For instance, did you know that Gary Molyneux was our 

guy in the sky?  That’s right. I understand that he was up on the 

top of the church helping to guide the enormous bell into the top 

of the steeple. The way I heard it, there was some kind of problem, 

but Gary excitedly volunteered to get up there. He insisted they 

could do it.  The evidence that he was right is up there today.  Ask 

him about it. I’m sure it’s a great story.  Here inside the church, 

Gary is still lending his tenor voice to the choir. What’s that? 

Forty, fifty years of service to Wilson?  Probably more.   

 

We can remember others who may not be here at the moment but 

who gave so generously of their time and talents. How about    

Rose Anne Barr who sang in the soprano section for so many 

years.  Though she’s moved to Pennsylvania, we were the 

beneficiaries of her eye for design and decoration around the 

church. Why not let me know of some other special deeds, large 

or small, done by Wilson veterans so I can include them in this 

column? 

 

As Oscar Wilde once quipped; “The nicest feeling in the world is 

to do a good deed anonymously, and to have somebody find out.” 

 

In faith, Angela Della Ventura 

 

BOARD BRIEFS… 

 

Barbara Peters’ Report:  

• She welcomed our new Board members Nancy Scott 

and Karen Cito as well as Laurie Conley, who is 

returning to the Board. 

• Barbara praised the “What’s Brewing?” program given 

by Father Dimyan, Priest of St. Augustine and St. 

Monica Coptic Orthodox Church. It was great that so 

many stayed to take advantage of learning about the 

history and traditions of the Coptic Orthodox tradition. 

Their first Sunday here will be February 23, with a lot 

of preparation work done by Pete Della Ventura and 

Harold Kreis. Keith McNally will be the liaison with 

the Coptic Church group. 

• The confirmation class has meeting regularly with five 

students, each of whom has a mentor. 

• Lent begins with the Ash Wednesday service, February 

26th, in the chapel. The Soup Suppers and Lenten 

services will be March 11, 18, 25 and April 1 with this 

year’s theme of “Spiritual Practices.”.  

• The Frippery has generously donated $6,000 toward 

the completion of the renovations of the façade around 

the choir room, as well as $500 toward the new toys in 

the Nursery! This is such a wonderful and generous gift 

of funds.  

Michael Droege’s Report:  

• Michael reported that the January Parent meeting was 

insightful and encouraging. Some items to be looking 

into this year include digital methods of connections, 

parent-led projects and making Growing Faith at Home 

guides available online and in print. 

• The Family Ministry Newsletter is now being 

distributed weekly. It is designed and sent by Carol 

Droege. 
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• The Nursery Renewal Project is coming together well 

with thanks to the Frippery which donated money for 

new toys and supplies and the Boy Scouts will be 

helping with any of the building needs. 

  

Facilities Committee:  Karen Cito reported the following: 

• Feb. 2 Accident on Hillcrest Road – waiting for report 

from police, waiting for estimate of repairs to lawn 

from Blue Mountain Landscaping, and wall repair. 

When all estimates are in we will forward to our 

insurance agent.  

• There will be a new exhaust fan installed in the Ladies 

Room with a motion timer switch. 

• Repair wiring in and install new lights in Blackburn 

Hall kitchen and storage room, as well as wire 

emergency lite in old chapel vestibule. 

• Chapel – old exit door – Paul to investigate keyed alike 

push bar for new door and existing exit door facing 

Hillcrest Road.  

• New carved signs for ministers’ names in the works.  

• Waiting for a sample window for sanctuary windows.  

• There was considerable discussion regarding the 

Sanctuary stained glass window project which 

included opinions previously expressed by members of 

the congregation.  Discussion of the project is ongoing. 

Other Business: 

• Scott Meek, Cub Scout Pack 32 Committee Chair, 

met with the Board requesting that Wilson Memorial 

sponsor the Pack. The Board voted to support 

Watchung Pack 32 by sponsoring the Charter. 

• The Coat Drive was successful, Angela will work 

with Michael and Lisa to identify how best to 

distribute the coats. 

 

FINANCIAL FACTS-NOTE FROM YOUR TREASURER… 

 
Our February Giving numbers are a bit behind last year, but 

thanks to a strong January, we are still ahead YTD.  

  

I don't have complete February numbers at this writing, but 

I can tell you that so far, our mild winter has been beneficial since 

each snow storm costs a minimum of almost $1,000 in plowing, 

shoveling and salting. It's impossible to predict, so we budget for 

worst case. Even though I do love a good snow storm... 

  

On another note, we welcomed the St. Augustine & St. Monica 

Orthodox Coptic Congregation on February 23rd. They were 

overwhelmed by our hospitality. Many have been working hard 

to offer a safe and comfortable space for our church family and 

all that we welcome into our home. Please take a walk down to 

Blackburn Hall, the chapel and the rooms in the Sunday School 

wing to see the updates first hand: windows, painting, repairs, 

doors, etc.  

  

Also, are you aware that the Frippery generously donated $6,000 

to complete the facade work and $500 for the nursery updates? 

Thank you to all those who work tirelessly at the Frip! 

 

With gratitude, Pam Davis 

 

 

 

GRIEF RECOVERY GROUP FORMING IN APRIL … 

 

When you experience loss, people say you have to let go and go 

on with your life, but they don’t tell you how.  The Grief Recovery 

Method Support Group experience teaches you how to recover 

from loss with supportive guidance every step of the way.  

Remember, time alone will not heal your broken heart.  A Grief 

Recovery Group will begin in April and will meet once a week 

for 8 weeks.  To let Barbara know you are interested, or to find 

out more details, email her at stirlingpeters@verizon.net.   The 

meeting times are as follows:  Tuesday, April 21, and 28,       

May 5, 12, 19, 26 and June 2 and 9th.  

 

COVENANT COMMITTEE… 

 

The Covenant Committee held their meeting recently and 

clarified some events and we hope you'll plan to attend.  Our first 

Blood Drive will be held on SATURDAY April 4th from 8:00am 

to 2:00pm in the Firemen's Exempt Hall on Mountain 

Blvd.  There is always an urgent need and all who receive this gift 

are thankful.  We will have two more Drives this year, one on 

August 8th and the other on November 14th. We are planning a 

joint picnic on June 14th at St. Mary's Church.  More details to 

follow. We feel that the sharing of our two congregations is so 

very important to ecumenism and invite you to become part of the 

Covenant Committee- welcome!!  Fran Ellis 

 

                    Easter Lily Order Form 
Please put your order with payment in the offering or 

send it to the Church Office by March 25th. They can be 

taken home after the Easter Service. You may choose it 

to be in memory of or in honor of a loved one. 

 

A Booklet will be included in the Easter Bulletin listing    

 all of those remembered. 

  Donor (s)  

________________________________________________ 

 

  In Loving Memory Of:  

_____________________________________________ 

 
  In Honor Of:  

_______________________________________________ 

 

Enclosed is         7:00 per plant____  Cash_____ Check____ 

 

  Please make check payable to: Wilson Memorial Church 

 

THE FRIPPERY THRIFT SHOP… 

 

Top of the morning to ya! Stop in the Frippery, for the latest in 

spring and summer clothing. All of our winter clothing was 

donated to Agape House in Somerville, the Salvation Army in 

Bound Brook, a dress for success program in Somerville and 

another group in Plainfield along with the 32 coats that were 

collected from Wilson Memorial. We are filled to the brim with 

wonderful items for your home at garage sale prices!  

 

PERSONAL ITEMS…         

 

We continue to pray for those suffering with health problems: 

Rose Anne Barr, Kerry Herlich, Patti Lohr, Rev. Ron Miller, 

Diane Ray, Joan Baylis, Howard Beyer, Janet Meeks, Joyce 

Possien, Ellie Groves, Joy Jurgens, Eva Wehof and Alison Barr.  

mailto:stirlingpeters@verizon.net


                     

                   Wilson Memorial Church Monthly Activities 

              March 2020 Hilltopics 

 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

WorshipService10am 

Communion 

Confirmation using 
kitchen 2-4pm 

Confirmation Class 
4pm AA 8:00pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4pm 

 

       AA 8:00pm 

  

 Bells 7:30pm 

 

Women’s AA 7:30pm 

Frippery 9:30am -

12:30pm 

Boy Scout Meeting 
Library 7:30pm  

 

AA/SA 7:30pm 

 

Chapel Wednesday 
7:00- 8:15pm 

 

Boy Scout Meeting 
Library 7:30pm  

 

 

 

Frippery 9:30am -
12:30pm 

 

Choir 7:30pm 

AA 7:30pm 

  

Frippery 9:30am -
12:30pm 

 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

Worship Service 
10:00am 

“What’s Brewing?” 
11:30am 

Confirmation Class 
4pm  AA 8:00pm 

Bells 7:30pm 

 

Executive Board 
Meeting 7:30pm 

 

Women’s AA 7:30pm 

 

Frippery 9:30am -
12:30pm 

 

AA/SA 7:30pm 

 

Soup Supper 6:30pm 

Chapel Service 
7:30pm 

 

Frippery 9:30am -
12:30pm 

 

Choir 7:30pm 

AA 7:30pm 

 

 

 

Men’s Breakfast 

Cupa Café 9:00am 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

Worship Service 
10:00am 

 

Confirmation Class 
4pm   AA 8:00pm 

   

Bells 7:30pm 

 

Women’s AA 7:30pm 

 

Frippery 9:30am -

12:30pm 

 

AA/SA 7:30pm 

 

Soup Supper 6:30pm 

Chapel Service 
7:30pm 

Frippery 9:30am -
12:30pm 

 

Choir 7:30pm 

AA 7:30pm 

  

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

Worship Service 
10:00am 

 

Confirmation Class 
4pm   AA 8:00pm 

  

Bells 7:30pm 

 

Women’s AA 7:30pm 

 

Frippery 9:30am -
12:30pm 

 

AA/SA 7:30pm 

 

Soup Supper 6:30pm 

Chapel Service 
7:30pm 

Frippery 9:30am -
12:30pm 

 

Choir 7:30pm 

AA 7:30pm 

  

29 

Worship Service 
10:00am 

Confirmation Class 
4pm   AA 8:00p 

                                30 

Bells 7:30pm          

 

Women’s AA 7:30pm 

                                31 

Frippery 9:30am -
12:30pm 

 

AA/SA 7:30pm 
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